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The Honorable Rush Holt
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3012

Dear Mr. Holt:

Thank you for your letter of July 22, 1999, on behalf of your
constituent, Mr. Priya Narasimhan of Flemington, New Jersey,
concerning actions by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA or
the Agency) in regard to labeling of foods treated with
ionizing radiation.

The 1997 FDA Modernization Act (PL 105-1I5) states that “[n]o
provision . . . shall be construed to require on the label or
labeling of a food a separate radiation disclosure statement
that is more prominent than the declaration of ingredients

/(. . . FDA published a final rule implementing this provision
of the law in the Federal Register of August 17, 1998. A COPY
of this regulation, along with the labeling requirements for
food treated with ionizing radiation, Title 21 Code of Federal
Regulations, S 179, is enclosed for your information.

In addition, the Statement of Managers accompanying the FDA
Modernization Act directed FDA to publish for public comment
further proposed changes to the Agency’s current labeling
regulations. The managers stated their intention that any
required labeling be of a type and character such that it
would not be perceived to be a warning or give rise to
inappropriate consumer anxiety. On February 17, 1999, FDA
published an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPR) in
the Federal Register soliciting public comment on whether
additional revisions to the current irradiation labeling
requirements are needed and, if so, what form such revisions
might take. The deadline for comments in response to the ANPR
was extended to July 19, 1999.

We have forwarded your correspondence to the Docket for
inclusion in the record. FDA’s final approach to
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labeling of irradiated foods will take into account all of the
data and information received.

Because your constituent may be concerned about irradiation
labeling for meat and poultry, you may also wish to contact
the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) for
information. (USDA has primary regulatory authority over meat
and poultry products, including the labeling of such
products.)

We have also enclosed some general background on the issue of
irradiation. We trust this information responds to your
concerns. If you have further questions about this or any
other matter, please do not hesitate to contact us again.

Sincerely,

~ {&J.+-’-#
Melinda K. Plaisier
Interim Associate Commissioner

for Legislation

Enclosures

cc : Dockets Management Branch
(98N-1038)
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Ms.JaneKerby
FoodandDrugAdministration
5600 FisherLane
Rockville,MD 20857

DearMs.Kerbv:

Iam writinginregardstoDocket#98-1038,“Irradiationintheproduction,
processingandhandlingoffood.”

As a MemberofCongressandasaconsumerIopposetheideaofselling
irradiatedfoodswithoutproperlabeling.Thisisnotonlyinappropriateandmisleading,
butitalsoposesathreattothecredibilitytotheFDA.Many familiesrelyuponthe
nutritionalinformationonthepackagingtomakeinformeddecisions.

Youragencyservesasalinktogreaternutritionalknowledgeforthepublic.Itk
yourpurposetoprovideaccurateinformationaboutfoodk-radiationtotheindustry,
media,andfamiliesoftheUnitedStates.

Thankyouforyour time. I hope the FDA decides to uphold current laws
regarding strict labeling and decides against weakening food labels. Please feel free to
contact me if you have any questions.

Member of Congress

SM/jp

f“



. 07/06’/99 17:57 FAX 609 0618 REPRUSHEOLT + DC @12

Riya Na.mirnb,an
6 Summit Trail
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July 1, 1999
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ofxrradmted foods Jnhghtof the factthat irracli.atdfoodg havemet with Wleauecaasin
& marketphu?, the FDA is considering weakming Iabeiling reguhtims ao that hdiated
foods would generate leas al- thereby bowting their aaki. CmTWUreguhtha rquim
irradiated whole foods to k pmminmly Ialmlhxi with the term ‘irradiatd~ (m a rela?d
ward) adjamllt to the iulmnatxmd.ly rcupiud radura Iogq tidiat.d ill@kIE in fds
which are ncx themdvos irmdhted mxmmtly require no qdal lald.lirig. Regarding whole
fooda, the FDAisemsi&ring elhinat@ theradura logo, roduc@the tioftbi JaM at
tiowiog a h?.s ~t diS@ly, alhin.g mishd@ - * ‘cold ~“ ,tQ “
rephm “radiated,= and elhhating the laMling requirermmt altogether. ,’

I StNl@ klieve thaf WnsumEm havearight tohcnuw het.b=tbeirfmdhaa -
uradmted. -OUS studies ahov thm irradiated feoda IIUIIeriaIly and SUMJKIIMY differ
ham non-mdiated foods, in terms of altered texture, mte and odor, wt.amin loam and
PO@I@Y hat=ful radiolytic products. No long-term humau feeding studies have Ix=n
amductd auhadiated fooda; animal studies ahowiII=w14 tummm reprdctive failures,
andkidtteydamage. Forthehvemm ms,Iqpo aethech@q jprnh--@ti
FDAandmi omxagdby themovetodisguise irradiatedfoodabye~=~
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irradiation anddley cuntain theradiolytic prodoCui aodfioe radiadstbstmayb fixrndrn
iIra&lMinp&mta. UMirigoffoais ‘- irradiatod~~=-=yto
ensure WnslmMa’ rights to InJlk inforrrJG%5ix?@”d10ir fed.

Asaunnxmedci*andatmnnkr afymrcQMiw,JWjFYa~ -Y-
ecmstituents’ right to informationabout their frxxl A~ding to n 1W7 nnticmwi& poll, 77%
of us comrnem dondwant irradiated fooi%itis ceqdetelyunathi ultoinq-~
fwd an cit@ms who don’t wanf it, by denying them to right to infornudhi in thE
rmrrbtplacu. -urge t.bel?DA to both~fib-i3q - ** of irradiard
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whok fads and @ren@ati!n hidlingrcquiY6tneUb cm fOCXhwithirradizucd ingreiii~-.

‘rhmk you fff your time.

YOUMtruly,


